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193

THE PRINCES' JOURNEY THROUGH THE
HOLY LAND.

MARLBOROUGH HOUSE, PALL MALL,
September 6, 1882.

THE CHAIRMANOF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE,

PALESTINE EXPLORATION FUND.

SIR,
The Prince of Wales desires that I should forward you the accompanying

report on the mosque at Hebron, which Captain Conder, R.E., has been
good enough to draw up for His Royal Highness's information. His
Royal HighneBShas great pleasure in now placing it at the service of the
Committee of the Palestine Exploration Fund.

I have ventured to make a few notes of my own on Captain Conder's
report, which, of course, you will take for what they are worth.

As soon 88 it was determined that the two Princes should visit
Palestine, one of the first objects to which I turned my attention, was that
their entrance to the moeque (and if poBBibleto the cave) at Hebron should
be secured. But on arrival at Jaffa, on March the 28th, I learnt from
Mr. Consul Moore that the matter was by no means certain, or satisfac-
torily arranged.

Application had been made, by desire of the Queen, through the
Foreign Officeand Lord Dufferin at Constantinople, for the same facilities
of accessto all places of interest in Syria which were granted to H.R.H.
the Prince of Wales in 1862, including that to the mosque of Hebron.

The Sultan fully concurred, and gave explicit orders to this effect, and
sent one of His Majesty's personal aides-de-camp (Colonel Ahmet Aly Bey)
from Constantinople to be in attendance on their Royal HighneBBes during
their sojourn on Ottoman territory; and consequently, by His Majesty's
orders, the deference shown to the Princes by all the Pachas, Governors,
and their subordinates throughout the forty days' tour in Syria, and their
readiness to permit the thorough examination of every site and every-
thing considered worth visiting, whether small ot great, were constant and
unvaried.

But, with the curious ignorance that seems to prevail at the Porte
respecting matters of detail at a distance from Constantinople, it was
pointed out that it was imwacticable now to travel from Jerusalem to
Hebron, as the roads were not safe, and the Pacha at Jerusalem had not a
sufficientforce of military at his disposal to ensure the safe conduct of the
Princes thither.

The road, however, between Jenlsalem and Hebron is as secure as that
between any two country towns in England, and no guards whatever are
required for the passage. So this excuse WaRat once overruled, and the
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194
Pacha was told we were going to Hebron as ordinary trave!lers,and that

·th t any escort. Subsequently, after further telegraphIc communica-
WI ou . t· I ..
t· ·th the Foreign Office and wIth Constan Inop e, permISsIOnwaaIons WI .. h
telegraphed from the Porte for the Princes to V1S~tt e mosqueat Hebron,

d the cave if the Pacha at Jerusalem consIdered he had sufficient
an, . saf f f .military at his disposal to ensure theIr ety rom anatlcs or other
disturbers of the public peace, there or on the road.

His Excellency Raouf Pacha accordingly started from Jerusalemon
April 2nd, with such soldiers. ~s he con~idered desi~able, to make
preparations at Hebron for the VISItof the Princes, two days afterwards.

They left the camp at Jerusalem on the morning of Tuesday,the 4thof
April, and as Colonel Sir C. Wilson happened to be staying. in the city,I
invited him and Captain Conder to accompany our party, In order that
this examination of the mosque and cave might be made as thorough
as possible. We arrived in Hebron the same afternoon. Here beganthe
series of striking contrasts between the visit of the Prince of Walesin
1862, as described by Dean Stanley in the appendix to his" Sermonsin the
East" (pp..141-169), a.nd that of His Royal Highness's two sonsin 1882.

Instead of the obstacles and difficulties which Sl1rayaPacha in 1862
threw in the way of the Prince of Wales, Raouf Pacha did all he couldto
facilitate everything for the two Princes in 1882.

Even before our tents were pitched he came at once to the camp,and
explained how, during the day, he had been all over the mosquewith
the custodian, and that no entry to the cave could be discovered. His
Excellency promised, however, that the next day's search should be
as thorough as he or we could make it. Every hole and corner,every
passage and door, should be opened and explored.

And in further contrast with what Sftraya Pacha stated to Dean
Stanley (p. 160), "that he never thought of visiting the mosqueof
Hebron for any other purpose than that of snuffing the sacred air,"Raouf
Pacha, as a devout and strict Moslem, expressed his own earnestwishto
penetrate the cave. It is impossible to speak in too high terms of the
liberality of sentiment, and of the straightforwardness and courtesy
shown towards the Princes and party, which distinguished Raouf Paeha
throughout the whole of this visit. He said that at one point onlyhe
hoped the Princes would stop short-the destruction or removal by main
force of any of the stones of the building. Their Royal Highnesses
assured him they hoped this last resort for obtaining entrance to the
cave would not be necessary.

At half-past six on the following morning we left the campwith Raouf
Pacha on foot. The inhabitants of the town showed every sign of
pleasure at the visit of the Princes, and though a file of soldierswas
,drawn up at the entrance to the mosque, they really only servedas
a g~ard of ho~our, and were not at all necessary for the protectionof
TheIr Royal ~Ighnesses. There was no "military occupation of the town,"
such as descrIbed by Dean Stanley on page 153.

The hereditary guardian of the mosque, and his attendanta, met usat
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195
the door, where shoes were removed, and conducted us straight through the
eastern aisle into the nave of the church. At first he appeared evidently
to be anything but well disposed towards the visit, and as he threw back,
with the help of his attendants, the carpet that. covered the point B in
Captain Conder'a plan, he did so with an air of dignity, despair, and resig-
nation, as if he thought that the end of the world had arrived. His religious
feelings, though suppressed, were most manifest on his countenance; he
expected, I think, we should use crowbars to raise the stones, and was
greatly relieved when we passed on, not having done so. The quiet per-
sistency with which we examined the -whole of the buildings was taken, I
hope, as a sign of our reverence for the sacred places in his charge, and
when sonle of the Party in the afternoon revisited the Haram, he was quite
pleasant and affable. His relief W8.8 great that the cave had not been
entered, though our party had seen more of the mosque and buildings than
any other had done since the p1ace passed into Moslem hands.

In the plan given by Dean Stanley, the mosque marked F, with tombs
of two ])Ioslem saints, is quite out of position. It was there inserted from
memory of what is shown in the JAwaltyeh Mosque, which opens out of
the passage I have marked X in Captain Conder's plan, and the other
chief inaccuracy in that plan is that the shrines of Isaac and Rebecca are
placed at right angles to their proper position.

On the 6th of A pril we left Hebron, and while riding up the rough road
on the east of the town, looking back we saw, on the hillside to the south-
west, low down in the valley, caves exactly similar in appearance to what
Ma.chpelahmust have presented to the eyes of the patriarch in its natural
state. There was a field too, and trees in it in front of the eave, that
recalled the very words descriptive of Machpelah in Genesis.

His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales desires me also to forward
to you the second memoir of Captain Conder, "On Points of Antiquarian
Interest," newly observed by H.R.H.'s sons in Palestine and Syria.

I remain, Sir,
Yours very faithfully,

JOHN N. DALTON.
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HEBRON HARAM.

Arab work

Christi m work •••••••

Herodian work •••••••

Recent work

III
I

211 J17 ~17 S17, , , , 617,

PLAN OF THE HARA.M OF HEBRON.

THE doors 8hown on the plan, R anl1S, lead into the upper chamber of
IT o:;eph'sTomb. The plan actually shown is that of the most import<'1ot
part-the tomb chamber itself-which is below the level of Rand S. On
Captain Conder's return he will be asked for certain additional notes ana
drawings, which he POBBeBSeSin his note-books.
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REPORT OF THE PW~CES' VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND. 1~7

REPORT ON THE VISIT OF THEIR ROYAL HIGHNESSES
PRINCES ALBERT VICTOR AND GEORGE OF WALES

TO THE HEBRON HARAY, ON 5TII APRIL, 1882.

THEIR Royal Highueeses entered the enclosure at 7 a.rn. 011 ,Veduesday, the
6th April, 1882, atteuded by &\'. J. Daltou, F.S.A. j Sir Chnrles 'Vilsou,
K.G.M.U., c.u, ItE. j Dr. 1'uruLull, R.N.; Mr. Noel Temple Moore,
H.M.'II Unum! for Palestine j Captain Conder, RE. j Sub-Lieutenant F. B.
lIeudonlOll, and Actillg Sub-Lieutenant H. Evaa-Thomaa, IlN., of Her
MlLj6Hty t

ti ship " Bacchante."
The H.oYILI INU"t,Y \\'l~ accompanied by H.E. Raoul Pacha, Governor of

JoruKluolU. They visited every Illu1, of the enclosure, and remained in
the IIILnLlll uutil 10 1L.11l. III tho nfternoon Their Royal Highneeses
revisited tho so-called tomb of JOIK'ph, nojuilling tho enclosure, which they
lH1WI'mi by nn entrance not opened on tho OCCWIioll of the morning viait,
The millItil uf tllt...• two vuutM nod materially to the iuformation previously
obtaiued ns to the IIILnLlll cUc108Uro, nnd the nccompanying plan, made 011
the return of tho INLlt)' to mJup, prl lHll l1l.1t considerable additions to tlu.»44.."
nuule un Iorurer UCClUliull8 hy Air. J,LllWH Fergusson and other explorers,
Jt lUlLy 1»0 considered worthy of reliance lUi reb'urdll the general armnge
un-nts ; nnd tl1t~ wlUla of tho church were accurately measured with a 2-foot
rule, while tho interior uf Joecph'lI tomb WAs measured with n ateel tape b)'
tlu: Princes tlwlIllk!lveli. TIll! exterior walls of the enclosure IU'e calculated
froru careful ml'lUIufUlUeutM of the buttresees, and the result agrees within
n fout with that obtained by Mr. Fergusson in 1864. The rCDlnillillg
clillll'IlKiullJl wen~ uLtaillt.-d by pacing, and aro only lIuppuH4..'(1 to be approxi
mutely correct,

TIUJ Olliff'/" ""all.t.-TI1CftO enclose R quadrangle measuring 197 ft'tot ill
lc'llJ{lh, hy 111 feot in width externally. At the four augles are buttresse»,
U (t~llt wide 011 each fILCt~, and projecting 10 inches, Between these there
are lliJ{ht huttreM6H on the end WILlis, and sixteen buttreesee on the IOIlJ.(c'r
Kidl~ walls, each nlOMurillK 3 feet U inches in width, with intervnla of 7 (t·t't,
und n projection of 10 inches, All these buttressee arc 26 feet high, Rill!

they HtolLlul on IL llR.Ht, wall which iK flush with their faces. The top course
of tl ..., IlMC WILli itt bevelled between the buttressea, WI shown in the
attached section (N 0 1).

The IJUUIOnryof which thOle walla are composed is the same throughout,
including the base wall beneath the buttressea, The face of each stone (as
in the older IJ1MOllry of tht' Jerusa1em Hanun) is drafted 011 each of itlJ
four edges with IL "hallow and very carefully finished draft, generally
about 4 inches wide, and i-inch projection of the face of the stone.
The tooling of the c.lmft is executed in exactly the same manner .as in the
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198 REPORT OF THE PRINCES' VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND.

caae of the Jerusalem Haram masonry, an adze or fine toothed instrument
having been employed. A second band of similar tooling, about 4 inches
wide runs round the face of the stone, immediately within the draft, and
the ~t of the face is carefully finished with a pointed instrument struck
with a mallet, exactly as in the Jerusalem drafted masonry. The average
height of the courses is 3 feet 7 inches (as also at Jerusalem), the longest
stone seen measured 24 feet 8 inches by 3 feet 8j inches in height. The-

INNER CORNICE.

No.2.

IB<'TION OF BUTTBJlB8.

No.1.

T OF FEET

whole character of the masonry at Hebron thus reproduces so closely that
found at the base of the Haram walls at Jerusalem, that it seems certain
that both structures must be referred to the same building epoch. The
existence of projecting buttresses on the walls of the Jerusalem Haram,.
has been proved by the discovery of two still remaining i'R, situ, in the--
north-west angle of that enclosure. They were :first visited in 1873, and
found to stand on a. base wall, the top course bevelled between the-
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REPORT OF THE PRINCES' VIsiT TO THE HOLY LAND. 199

buttresses just as above described. In the Jerusalem example the·
buttresses were 41 feet wide, 8 feet apart, and projecting 6 inches.

The thickness of the walls thus described at Hebron is 8! feet between
the buttresses (the same as that of the J erusalenl Haram walls). The
stones on the inner face of the wall are dressed plainly, without any draft.
A bold cornice crowns the wall inside on the west, as shown on the
accompanying section (No.2).

The buttresses have a simple projecting cap on the oumide of the wall.
The level of the cornice is 25 feet above that of the interior court, which
therefore coincides with the level of the top of the base wall beneath the
buttresses. The same arrangement has been shown to have existed in the
Jerusalem Haram, the level of the top of the bevelled course of the base
wall between the buttresses coinciding with the rocky floor of the inner'
court of that enclosure in the north-west corner.

The inner court at Hebron is about 15 feet above the level of the street"
west of the Haram, and the total height of the ancient wall, from base to
corniee, is thus on an average about 40 feet.

A modern wall with battlements, plastered and whitewashed, is built
on the top of the ancient ramparts. On the north, south, and east, the
old enclosure is surrounded by a second of more modern masonry, forming
passages with two flights of steps as shown on the plan.

The only entrance to the enclosure is through a doorway in the longer
or eastern wall, at a distance of 95 feet 7 inches from the south-east angle,
as measured outside the ancient wall. To this doorway the passages from
the two outer gates both lead.

The bearing of the quadrangle is 50° true bearing, as carefully observed
with a prismatic compass. The mihrabs, or Moslem prayer recesses, inside·
the mosque, thus point almost south-east.

The C/i,urc1~.-This building occupies the southern part of the enclosure,
and three of its outer walls are formed by the ancient ramparts. The·
interior length, measured with a rule, is 70 feet, the breadth is 93 feet,
divIded into a nave and two aisles of approximately equal width. The
length is divided into three bays of unequal span, the southern-furthest
from the entrance-being the narrowest. They measure respectively
about 25 feet, 30 feet, and 15 feet.

The nave is lighted by a clerestorey with three windows on e,ach side.
There is a low-pitched gable at the west (or rather north-weiJt) end, having
a large window with a slightly pointed arch, above which is a round
window.

The roof of the nave has a ridge lower than the top of the gable, 80·
that the round window is now outside the roof.

The interior of the roof is groined, with flat ribs and a slightly pointed
section. The aisle roofs are nearly flat outside, having only a slight incli-
nation inwards towards the walls of the clerestorey. All the roofs are·
covered with lead. The nave vaulting is supported on the clustered
columns of the four great piers, and the vaults of the aisles spring from
brackets on the side walls. The engaged columns on the inner sides of the
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200 REPORT OF THE PRINCES' VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND.

piers flanking the nave, are carried up to the 'spring of the clerestorey
vaultinO'. The shafts of the columns are of rather heavy appearance, the
capitalsO are chiefly adorned with thick lea~es and small volutes of
medireval character, as shown in the accompanymg sketch (No.1). Another
character of capital, of semi-Byzantine appear~nce, also occurs, as sketched.
The six clerestorey windows, the large west WIndow, and the smaller end
window in the southern (or south-eastern) wall, ~re all pointed with a low
point. Heavy external buttresses occur between the side windows. The
roof of the transept, or south-eastern bay of the church, is carried across at
right angles to the ridge of the gable. with a ridge at the same level,
forming aT-shaped ridge, and extending to the outer walls of the aisles.

The Cave.-The most important feature of the Haram is the great cave
which exists beneath the floor of the enclosure. This was not entered by
the Royal party, because it was found that the only known entrances are
three (A, B, C,) existing in the floor of the church itself, and these are
never now opened, and could only be reached by breaking up the flags of the
flooring, a proceeding which would have been regarded as a desecration of
the sanctuary by the Moslem custodians. The cave is described, by the
Sheikh of the Mosque, as being double, and this agrees with the signifi-

cation of the original name Machpelah (il~~~O "division in half "),

applied to the cave in which the patriarchs were buried (Gen. xxiii).
In later writings, as will be shown at the end of this report, the cave is
always described as being double, and in the middle ages it was known
as Spelunca Duplex (" the double cave").

The situation of two entrances was shown, as marked at the points
A and B on the plan. The entrance at A was closed with stone slabs
clamped with iron. These were covered with matting, and a small
cupola, supported on four slender pillars, has been constructed over the
spot. This entrance is said to lead to the western cave, where, or
in the inner cave, the actual tombs of the patriarchs are reputed to
exist. At the point B is the entrance to the eastern cave. It is closed
with flagging forming the floor of the church, and also covered over with
matting and carpets, 1 but there is no shrine or cupola above it.

A t the point C, close to the west wall of the church, is a shaft, covered
by a stone, like those at the mouths of wells in Palestine, rising ahove the
level of the church floor. The hole in this stone is rather over a foot in
diameter, and a lamp was lowered through it, by aid of which a chamber
was seen below, under the floor of the church.2 The floor of the

1 The whole floor of the mosque is so covered, and without their complete
removal it is impossible to say whether the surface doeE' not contain other
clamped entrances, or even portions of the live rock protruding from beneath.-
.J.ND.

2 The first lamp (an oil one) that was lowered gave a feeble light, and was
.on~y lowered a sh?rt distance. But at the bidding of the Pacha a larger and
brighter lamp, WIth candles and a longer chain, was brought. This fully
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REPORT OF THE PRINCES' VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND. 201

chamber appeared to be about 15 feet below that of the church, anu
the chamber was square, and seemed to be about 12 feet either way, with
vertical walls apparently covered with plaster. All four walls were well
seen, and in that towards the south-east a doorway could be distinctly
perceived, which has never previously be~n described. It is said to lead
to the western cave, and it closely resembled the square doorways which
give access to ancient rock-cut tombs in Palestine. The floor of the
chamber was thickly strewn with sheets of paper, which have been
inscribed by the Moslems with supplications to the patriarchs, and thrown
down the shaft through the well mouth in the church floor.

~There were no means of ascertaining whether the walls of the chamber
were of rock or of masonry, but the roof appeared to be in part at least of
rock, sloping down on the north from the mouth of the shaft, like that of
a. cave or cistern, while in the south-east corner, a piece of rock appeared to
project across the angle of the chamber. It should be noted that there
did not appear to be any access to this chamber, other than that through
the square-headed doorway from the cave, already described. The other
walls were seemingly solid throughout.

If, therefore, there ever existed any entrance to the cave from outside
the Haram, or from the courtyard of the church, distinct from the two
entrances A and B in the floor of the church, as above described, it would
seem probable that the communication has been closed, by building
up the walls of the small chamber just described visible through the
shaft at C} It also seems probable, from the situation and size of this
antechamber, that the double cave lies entirely within the limits of the
church, to the south of the door seen in the antechamber wall, and that
there is no cavity extending under the floor of the inner court north-west
of the church. It appears, therefore, very doubtful whether any
entrances other than those at A and B exist, or have ever existed, in the
northern~part of the Haram. The cave probably resembles many of the
rock-cut sepulchres of Palestine, with a square antechamber carefully
Quarried, and two interior sepulchral chambers, to which access has been
made at a later period through the roofs. It is, however, possible that
the antechamber may be a later addition, and partly built of masonry.

illuminated the whole [vestibule beneath, and by its aid the door, walls, floor,
and sides of this antechamber were clearly seen.-J. N. D.

1 This may have been done when the level of the inner courtyard was raised
to its present height. This courtyard probably represented originally" the
field of Mamre before the cave" (Gen. xxiii, 17), and was originally entered, as
I suppose, from the exterior by an entrance at R, now blocked by the buildings
which are subsequently described in the memoir, and which the Princes were
the first to examine. The exterior and interior of this would thus be on the
same level in Herodian times. When the level was artificially, and probably
gradually (with debris of Byzantine Church, &c.), raised 15 feet, the present
approaches round the exterior of the Haram, and at a higher level, were
necessitated, and are entirely Moslem.-J. N. D.
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202 REPORT OF THE PRINCES' VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND.

In connection with the question of the cave, it should be noted that
at the point D, outside the Haram wall, close to the steps of the southern
entrance gateway, there is a hole through the ~owestcours~ of t.he masonry,
on the level of the street. It extends some dIstance, and IS Bald to admit
of the whole length of a lance being passed through the wall, in which
case it probably communicates with the inside of the western cave, which
would thus extend up to the wall at the south-west angle of the Haram.

The Cewtaphs.-The enclosure contains six large cenotaphs, standing
0n the floor of the church and of the adjoining buildings. They are
supposed by the Moslems to stand vertically above the actual graves of
the three patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and of their wives,
Sarah, Rebecca, and Leah. The monuments of Isaac and Rebecca are
within the church; those of Abraham and Sarah occupy octagonal chapels
in the double porch, or narthex, before the church doors, and those of
Jacob and Leah are placed in chambers near the north end of the Haram.

The six monuments are thus e<!J.ui-distantlydisposed along the length
of the enclosure, but it appears to be very doubtful whether they have
any connection with the loculi or sarcophagi, which are described by
early writers as existing in the cave itself.

Isaac and Rebecca have their cenotaphs, at the points (J and I) shown
on the plan, within the church. They lie in the direction of the length of
the nave, Isaac on the side of the right aisle. They are thus not buried
in accordance with Moslem custom, as they would in such case lie at right
angles to their actual position, on their right sides, with their faces turned
to the Mihrab, or prayer recess.l The same remark applies to the four
other cenotaphs, and to the two cenotaphs of Joseph without the Haram.

The cenotaphs of Isaac and Rebecca are enclosed in masonry shrines
of oblong form, with gable roofs, the ridges of which are about 12 feet
above the church floor. The walls and roofs of the shrines are of well-
dressed ashlar, in alternate bands of yellowish and reddish limestone, of
the kind now known as Sta Croce marble, found in the vicinity. At the
gable ends are brMs crescents. In the sides and roofs are windows,
through which the cenotaphs are visible. A door gives access to each
shrine, and is of wood, adorned with various patterns in brass work.
The windows have heavy iron bars. The cenotaphs are covered with
richly embroidered silk hangings, and have cloths hung as canopies above
them. Manuscript copies of the Koran, in book form, are placed all
round the cenotaphs, lying open on low wooden rests. The coverings of

1 All this seems easily accounted for by the probability that the present
shrines of Isaac and Rebecca occupy the positions given them by the Chris-
tians, on each side of the approach to the High Altar, which stood in front of
what is now the mihrab. The shrines of the other patriarchs were doubtless
also once within the church, and parallel with these, and thus really over the
caves. They could not, as they do now, have stood outside, since the buildin~8
there are all of later date and Arab work. The perforated entrance at A would
thus be at the side of the High .Altar, and that at B immediately in front of the
altar sters, one into each cave.-J. N. D.
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REPORT OF THE PRINCES' VISIT 'fa THE HOLY LAND. 203

Isaac's cenotaph are green, and those of Rebecca's crimson, the embroidered
inscriptions being in silver and gold. The same colours are used in the
other cenotaphs-all the males having the deep green, which is the sacred
Moslem colour, and all the females having crimson coverings. Arabic
inscriptions on silver plates are fastened to the windows and doors of the
shrines thus described.

Other details of the Chu-rch.-The Mihrab, or prayer recess of the
Moslems, has been cut out of the end wall of the ancient enclosure. It is
flanked by slender pillars, with richly carved capitals of Gothic design,
and by two wax torches. Above the mihrab is a window of stained glass,
resembling those in the Dome of the Rock at Jerusalem, which date about
1528 A.D. The glass in this instance has, however, a peculiarity in the
large opaque discs, which are arranged, in the form of an hour-glass, as a
border to the richly coloured pattern of the main design.

It appears probable that the mihrab was cut out by the Moslems at a
comparatively late period; the marble veneer is in late style, and the
recess is too small to have been intended for an apse. The original church
had probably no apses, for, although this is very unusual in Crusading
buildings, it was in the present instance impossible to form apses at the
ends of the nave and aisles, without destroying the great rampart wall
which constitutes the eastern (or south-eastern) end of the church.

In one corner of the left aisle, at the point H, a Greek inscription is
built into the wall. It has been painted red, and was copied some time
,since,and published in the "Journal of the Royal Geographical Society"
(vol. xvi, p. 337). It contains an invocation to Abraham to bless and
protect certain individuals at whose expense it was erected, and probably
dates about the time of Justinian.

The Mirnbar, or pulpit (I( on the plan), stands on the right of the
mihrab. It is beautifully constructed of cabinet work, resembling that
in the Aksah Mosque at Jerusalem. This appears to be the pulpit
mentioned by Mejl' ed Din as bearing the date 484 A.H. (1091 A.D.),
which was given to the mosque by Saladin in 1187 A.D., after the capture
of Ascalon. The similar pulpit at Jerusalem was also brought from
Damascus, where it was made for Saladin.

The Merhala, or reading platform, at the point L on the plan, is similar
to those in other mosques intended for the public reading of the Koran.

The walls of the church are veneered with marble inside to a height of
6 feet. Above this casing runs a band of Arabic inscriptions.l The
form of the characters seems to show that these texts are not of great
antiquity, and they are probably not earlier than the end of the 12th
century. Above this, again, the walls are whitewashed, and the name of

1 These inscription~ are made on plaster, which is laid over a miniature
imitation of arcade work in tortoiseshell and mother-of-pearl. In many places
pieces of this plaster have fallen off, and reveal the work beneath, which is very
similar to that we afterwards saw in the great mosque at Damascus. In the
vestibule which I have marked W (outside the shrine of Abraham), it is nearly
complete all round the four sides.-J. N. D.
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204 REPORT OF THE PRINCES' VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND.

God, with that of Mohammed, A~y, and other early heroes of Islam, ar~
painted in black, on medallions at~ched to t?e walls. The piers and
pillars are whitewashed, and the ca.pItals are paI~ted yellow. ~bove ~he
marble veneer, in places, the remaIns of a mosaIC ~f small deSIgns, WIth
mother-of-pearl inlet, are seen, and a good deal of thIS also remains on the
wall immediately outside the central entrance to the church.

On the west side of the right aisle a channel is formed in the floor,
close to the wall leadinp; to a grating in the corner. This is said to be
used in washing ~he hands by the Moslem worshippers.

The Porch 01· Narthex.-This is double, as shown, and vaulted with a
groined roof resting on heavy piers. It includes the two octagonal chapels
in which are the cenotaphs of Abraham and Sarah. From the irregular
manner in which these are built in, it would appear probable that the
chapels are older than the roofing and piers of the porch. The whole of
these structures are evidently later than the church itself. A flat lead
covers the porch, and three small lead domes rise from it over the two
cenotaphs and over the vaulted chamber towards the west, hereafter to be
described. The entrance doors of the church are concealed, and the whole
effect of the fa<;adeiii spoiled by these additions.

The Shrine of Abraham was entered. The cenotaph is about 8 feet
long, and 8 feet high, and 4 feet broad. It is covered with a green and white
silk covering, embroidered with Arabic texts in gold thread. Two green
banners, with gold lettering, are placed leaning against the cenotaph. The
entrance to the shrine is closed by open-barred gates, stated to be iron
plated with silver, and bearing an inscription in silver letters, which gives the
date 1259 A.D., with an invocation to Abraham. The pattern of these gates,

, with heavy globular sockets for the cross-bars, is exactly that found at
Damascus and elsewhere, in the best Arab ironwork. The walls of the shrine
or chapel are cased with marble, and have gilt inscriptions in Arabic
letters running at the top of the wall near the springing of the dome.
Silver lamps and ostrich-shells are hung before the cenotaph, and copies
of the Koran, on low wooden rests, surround it.

A fine window of stained glass, similar to that already described in the
church, lights the shrine from the side of the porch ; round the coloured
design are discs of opaque glass, as in the former window, the border in
this case consisting of nine discs, arranged up the sides and round the
head of the window, which is semi-circular .

. The S/~rine of Sarah was not entered. It resembles that of Abraham,
WIth open-barred gates and a domed roof. The coverings of the cenotaph
are .of crimson silk, with gold inscriptions on a black ground, on squares
let Into the crimson.
. The piers and arche~ of the porch are faced with well-dressed ashlar,
In alternate bands of buff and red stone. On the pier, at G, is an inscrip-
tion in Arabic, stating that the porch was restored in 1172 A.H., by the
then gov~rnor of Da~ascus (1755 A.D.). At the west end of the porch is a
small sebil, or water CIstern, for ablutions.

Tlte Court,yard.-This is the only part of the interior of the Haram
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REPORT OF THE PRINCES' VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND. 205

which is open to the air. On the south-east, the arches of the porch (which
are pointed) open upon it. At the opposite side are the buildings enclosing
the shrines of Jacob and Leah. On the other two sides the court is
bounded by the ancient ramparts, and by the vaulted chamber or mosque
in front of Joseph's tomb.

On this side the wall is formed by archways filled in with masonry ..
The arches are pointed, and the ashlar is in alternate reddish and
yellowish bands, as before noticed in the arches of the porch. The north
(or north-west) wall is of small masonry, well dressed, and with a tooling
finished with a fine adze, but without any mason's marks, and having all
the appearance of good Arab work. On the inside of the ancient rampart,
at the point F, about 5 feet from the ground, is a short Greek inscription,
or graffita, evidently cut after the stone was in situ. The form of the
letters is of Byzantine period.

NEN°Y
ABPA~IOV
MANOYC

The c9~~tructions, coloured brown, in the corner of the courtyard,
appear to be more modern than any other part of the building. A straight
joint divides this part of the wall of the court from the rest. Steps lead
up to a small chamber at a higher level. The character of the masonry is
poorer, and looks more modern.

The chambers at the north (or north-west) end of the court were, for
the first time, thoroughly examined during the Royal viMit,and the new
plan here differs considerably from those formerly attempted.

The Shrines of Jacob and Leah are visible through open-barred gates
from the passage between them, which has a groined roof in two bayst
The cenota.phs, with green and red hangings respectively, resemble those
already described. There is a small cha~ber behind Jacob's shrine which
was entered, but proved to be only a lumber room. The corresponding
chamber behind the shrine of Leah contains two circular cells or copper-
like hollows, which are said to be now used for storing oil. The shafts in
their roofs were seen in the floor of a chambel' reached by steps from the
vaulted apa,rtment in the north-east angle of the Haram, as shown on the
plan. The floor of this upper chamber is 8 feet above the level of the
courtyard.

The long chamber, reached from the door in the north-west angle of the
court, is empty. From it steps ascend, as shown, to the minaret, which
stands on the corner of the ancient rampart (at U). A second minaret
stands at the opposite or south-east angle (at V).

In the north-west angle of the long chamber a wooden door was broken
open (at R). It was found to lead, through the thickness of the ancient
rampart wall, into a vaulted chamber with groined, pointed arches, having a
very broad, flat rib. The chanlber measured about 50 feet by 20 feet, one
side being formed by the outer face of the ancient rampart. It stands upon
substrnctions, forming a passage to the lower tomb of Joseph, subsequently
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206 REPORT OF THE PRINCES' VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND.

explored. Nearl the north ~nd wal~was a structure which at first. sight
looked like the head of a stairway WIth the steps covered over. It IS said
to be a place now used for melting lead. No remains of any staircase
were found in afterwards exploring the passage beneath. Large windows
looked down from the chamber thus described into the enclosure of the
Kala'h or fortress which has been built against the Haram on this side.
The ch~ber with'other vaulted substructures built against the Haram wall
dates probabiy from the later Moslem period after the Crusades. '

The Shrine of Joseph adjoins the exterior chamber just described. It is
reached through a vaulted gallery, in the corner of which is the shrine of
Adam's footprint. The cenotaph of Joseph is covered with pale green
silk having white (lettering. The chamber has a lantern of octagonal
sha;e, surmounted by a :dome covered with lea~.. There is a second
square chamber beneath, with a domed roof,.contaInIng also a cenotaph
covered with green silk. This is entered by a passage just within the
north gate of the Haram-explored in the second or afternoon visit by
the two Princes themselves. The lower tomb is on the level of the base
,of the ancient rampart wall, or 15 feet below the upper cenotaph, entered
from the interior of the Haram.

The whole of the workmanship of the shrine of Joseph, and of the other
,exterior chambers adjoining the Haram, appears to be of Arab origin.
The chamber adjoining the upper shrine of Joseph has a flat lead roof,
-on the same level with that from which the small dome above the shrine
now springs.

The back wall of the lower chamber, containing the second cenotaph of
.Joseph, was ascertained by careful measurement to have a thickness of
2 feet 2 inches. It covers the ancient rampart wall, and has been COli-

jectured to conceal an entran~e through the old wall at the level of its
base, leading to the cave under the church. The wall is plastered and
whitewashed, and if such an entrance ever really existed, no signs of it are
now visible.2

The Prophet's Foo~int.-This sacred footprint, variously called that of

I Not" near," but projecting from. The structure consists of two small walls
·of smooth cut stone, about 3 feet high, jutting out for about the same distance
from the north wall of the chamber. Lead, we were told, is sometimes melted
there for mending the roof, but the place originally was not made at all for
.such a purpose, and there is no reason why lead should be melted in that
particular spot rather than anywhere else.-J. N. D.

2 It is scarcely to be expected that the entrance in the Hamm wall would be
visible through an Arab-built wall ()'fer 2 feet thick, in front of it, and erected
intentionally to conceal it. If the original entrance was not here in Christian
times, where it would be most suitable and convenient from the castle, when the
level of the inner court yam was 15 feet lower than now it is difficult to see
where else it could have been. The whole Haram formed a bulwark to and
was embodied as part of, the castle; and the present entrance on the outside of
the castle by the Jawaliyeh Mosque without any flanking protection w..wd
have been most unnatural, especially a.t such a high level. The present arrange-
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REPORT OF THE PRINCES' VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND. 207

Adam, or of the prophet ("="'~, ~~ Kadam en Neby), is preserved in one

orner of the vaulted gallery leading to the upper tomb of Joseph, in the
~nd wall of which a mihrab, or prayer recess, has been constructed close to
the footprint.

The relic, which is said to have been brought from Mecca some 600
years ago, consists of a slab of stone with a sunk portion resembling the
impression of a human foot of ordinary size. It is enclosed in a recess at
the back of the shrine of Abraham, and placed on a sort of shelf about
3 feet from the floor. Such relics occur in many other Syrian mosques,
as for instance. in the Dome of the Rock, and in the Aksah lflosque at
J :rusalem, where the footprints of Mohammed and of Christ respectively
are shown. There is a small lead dome above the end of the vaulted
gallery close to this last shrine.

J)iscoveries.- The principal new discoveries due to the Royal visit, as
detailed in the preceding pages, are-

1st. The discovery of the position of the entrance B, said to lead to
the e&iterncave. The entrance A has been mentioned by former explorers.

2nd. The description of the appearance of the antechamber, and the
discovery of the door visible leading thence to the cave within.

3rd. The exploration of the passage leading to the lower cenotaph of
Joseph, and the discovery of this cenotaph, which has not been previously
described.

4th. The exploration of the various chambers adjoining the courtyard,
which have never been correctly represented on former plans.!

All that now remains to be done on the occasion of any future visit is
to obtain access into the cave itself. This cave is, however, never visited
by Moslems, and it has probably not been entered for iOO years at least.
Access might be obtained either by opening one of the two elltrance8 A
or B, now identified, or possibly by removing the stone over the shaft
at C, and lowering a ladder into the antechamber. The latter w(,uld
probably be the most expeditious method, but either would be regarJed
by the Moslems with extreme repugnance.2

ment of entrances makes the Hamm an adjunct of the JA.waltyeh Mosque; the
Christian arrangement made it an adjunct of the castle, and probably utilised the
original Herodian entrance. But nothing except excavations in the interior can
ever set this question at rest. Sir C. Wil80n's suggestion, at page 214, coincides
with the above notion, that the original Herodian and Christian entrance to the
Haram was at this corner.-J. N. D.

1 Fifthly, we ascended the minaret at the north-west corner; and spent s:>me
time on the parapets of the Haram, and thus had the best means of verif;'mg
the.accuracy of the subjoined plan of the area. There is a walk all round the
parapets of the Hamm, and communication thus wit.h the minaret at the s011th-
east corner, to which we did not perceive any door from below, neither was such to
be expected, since t.he minaret was built on the solid Herodian wall at a Jruch
la.ter period. Access to the minaret at U was obtained by a staircase from the
roof.-J. N. D.

~.Such' repugnance would be, however, only temporar.v; as soon a8 entrance
Q
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208 REPORT OF THE PRINCES' VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND.

HISTORICAL NOTICES OF THE HARAM.

It is remarkable that no historical notice is known to exist of the
building of the great quadrangle sur~ounding .the sacre~ cav.e. T~e cave
of Machpelah is not noticed in the BIble, save l~ connectIOn wIth the burial
of the patriarchs, and there is no reason to beheve that any building was
erected on the spot before the captivity.

In the Talmud (Tal. Bab. Erubin, 53a) Hebron is said to have been
called Kirjath Arba (i.e., city of the Jow·, cf. Gen. xxiii, 2, and N eh. xi, 25),
because four patriarchs with their wives were there buried, including Adam
and Eve. This tradition is continually repeated by later writers, including
Jerome. Arculphus, in 700 A.D., speaks of the tomb of Adam 38 north of
the others, and many medireval writers mention the cave near Hebron, in
which Adam and Eve are supposed to have lived.

In the 12th century, however, the tradition appears 1;(, have undergone
a change (probably because the tomh of Adam was then shown under
Calvary).

Srewulf, in 1102 A.D., mentions the tomb of Joseph as existing at the
extremity of the castle, possibly where now shown.

It may be infen-ed from the wording of a pa.ssage in Josephus (" Antiq.':'
II, viii, 2), that some of the later Jews believed Joseph to have been buried
with his ancestors at Hebron, an idea originating perhaps in jealousy of
the Samaritans, who possessed the real tomb of Joseph at Shechem
(J osh. xxiv, 32).

A curious tradition concerning the death of Esau is also noticed in the
Talmud (Sotah i, 13). A quarrel occurred at the burial of Ja.cob, between
his sons and Esau, concerning their right to sepulture in the cave. Hushin,
son of Dan, cut off Esau's head and left it in the cave, his body being
buried elsewhere. The Arab historian, Jelal ed Dtn, in the 15th century,
repeats this story, and the grave of Esau is still shown at Sia'tr, north of
Hebron.

Josephus (" Wars," IV, ix, 7) speaks of the monuments (fLllfJllf&a) of the
patriarchs at Hebron as existing in his own times, "the fabrics of which
monuments are of the most excellent marble, and wrought after the most
elegant manner."

The Bordeaux Pilgrim (3:33 A.D.) is the next to describe the site. He
speaks of a square memoria of marvellously beautiful masonry, in which
were placed the three patriarchs and their three wives. I t appears
probable that he alludes to the quadrangle of the ancient ramparts, which
are therefore generally referred (by Mr. J ames Fergusson and other
authorities) to a period earlier than the Christian era.

had been once effected and no one was one whit t.he worse, the feeling would be
rather one of admiration, for those who had penetrated t.he interior in a reverent
manner, than enmity towards them. This hilS been shown more than once
before in opening up other sacred spots. Raouf Paeha said tha.t repairs to the
fabrio were about to be undertaken, and that it was his full determination then,
if possible, to penetrate to the cave if he found any mea.ns of entry.-J. N. D.
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REPORT OF THE PRINCES' VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND. 209

In 383 A.D., Sta Paula visited the" cells of Sarah," and the resting-place
of Isaac, but no notice is made by St. Jerome in thi~ narration of the other
patriarchs. In connection with this account it should be noted that the
Moslems attach far more importance to the shrines of Isaac and Rebecca,
at the present day, than to those of the other patriarchs at Hebron. I

Isaac receives among them the title of "jealous," and is thought to strike
with blindness or death any who approach his shrine. The shrines of
Isaac and Rebecca are the only two which seem probably to stand over the
actual caves, and J elal ed Dtn says that Jacob was buried" before the
entrance to the sepulchral cave," which agrees with the present position of
his cenotaph, and with what has been already said as to the probable extent
of the cave.

In 600 A.D., Antoninus Martyr describes a Basilica of quadrangular
form, with an inner atrium open to the sky. Jews and Christians then
entered by different gates to burn incense at the shrine.

In 700 A.D., Bishop Arculphus gives a. very detailed account of the site.
He mentions that "contrary to the usual custom the patriarchs lie with
their feet to the south and heads to the north, and they are enclosed by a
square low wall." This would apply to the present position of the cenotaphs,
and possibly to the quadrangle of the ancient ramparts, before the moderu
battlemented wall was built above. "Each of the tombs is covered "
(Arculphns continues) " with a single stone worked Homewhat in the form
of a church, and of a light colour for those of the three patriarchs, which
are together."2 This seems to indicate sarcophagi such 88 are found
throughout Palestine belonging to the Roman period, or possibly cenotaphs
like those at present existing. "Arculphus also saw poorer and smaller
monuments of the three women, Sarah, Rebecca., and Leah, who were here
buried in the earth."

1 They nro t.he only onos now l'hown within t,hfl mosque, and I believe the
oldest of tho Rix, and probably the same or like those which stood there in
the Cruso.dingand BY7.ontinechurchea. They would be each 6ide of the approach
to the High Alt.a.r; and thc h"n.r&e-like canopies of stone that surround these two
cenotaphs, with thcir open work, 88 represented on the plan, resemblfl those found
in Christian buildin~s, lind are altog~ther difl'ercnt to anything over the othcr
four shrines. These stn,nd, Uwreforc, probably in Bittl. In the Christian arrange-
ment of the church an altar probably stood at the end of each f!ide-aisle:
A.braham's in the south-oRst, IslUw's in t,he centre, and Ja.cob's in the south-west.
This arran~emcnt of Sepl1.nLte altars would resemble that which existed in the
church on Tabor, where Moscs and Elijah each had a separate altar and side
chapel.-J. N. D.

:I The threc pa.triarchs' shrines 116 •• then to have been shown to Arculphu8
inside the church, bu,ac where he is now, and perhaps Abraham where
Rebecca's shrine now is, n.nd J llCob nearcr the door, to tho llouth of C, ce before
the entrance to t.he cav~," fL8 JelA.l-ed-D!n describes. The three women's
shrines were then outside, n.pparcnU,. in the courtyard. Aftcrwards (1102) they
were brought more comfort.ably ilJsidc, and in a more Chri.,tian manner each lady
was placed by her husband. Rebecca would repose with Isaac under his

Q 2
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210 REPORT OF THE PRINCES' VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND.

In 1102 A.D., Srewulf further describes the Haram :-"On the eastern
side of Hebron are the monuments of the holy patriarchs, of ancient work-
manship, surrounded by a very strong castle, ~ach of t~e three monuments
being like a great church, with two sarcophagI placed In a very honourable
fashion within, that is, one for the man and one for the woman. But the
bones of ,Joseph, which the children of Israel, as he charged them, brought
with them out of Egypt, are buried more humbly than the rest, as it were,
at the extremity of the castle."

Among Crusading writers, John of Wurtzburg (1100 A.D.), Theodoricus
(1172 A.D.), and Jacques of Vitry (1220 A.D.), still speak of the fourth
tomb as being that of Adam.1

In 1100 A.D. Hebron was bestowed by Godfrey of Bouillon on Gerhard
of Avennes, as a fief. In 1167 the town was made the see of a Bishop,
having been previously only a priory (see" William of Tyre," xx, 3).
In 1187 A.D. the place was taken by Saladin. Hebron is rarely
mentioned by Crusading historians, but there is no reason to doubt
that it remained for eighty-eight years in the hands of the Christians;
and the erection of a church w<?uld probably have taken place during
this period.2

Mejr-ed-Din the Arab historian, writing in 1495 A.D., speaks of the
mosque at Hebron as the work of the Greeks (R11nt), by which terms the
Greek Christians are intended. J eJal ed Din about the same time says
that the Moslems destroyed the church when Saladin took Hebron, but
it appears probable that the destruction, as in other cases, only extended

present canopy, Sarah wit.h Abraham in that which is now called Rebecca's, and
Leah and Jacob in a similar one nearer the door of the church, but now
removed. Of the two entrances to the church, that in the centre was probably
the one for the Christians, and the other, on the north-east, foJ' the Jews who
would thus readily obtain access by this side door to the left aisle, and so to the
spot. where it is suggested that Abraham's ~hrine then stood. It seems nlso
possible that the two entrances (R and S) through the Hamm wall may also
have been thus appropriated, one for the Christians and the other for the Jews.
That these two entrances should have been afterwards broken through the
thickness of the Haram wall, merely as doors to the later shrine of Joseph and
to the adjoining empt.y chamber, seems very improbable. The eastern cave, in
which Benjamin of Tudela describes the six tablets to be, is that under :B.
The aisle above this would be the most revered, and at its end stood, a!:!above
suggested, the altar of Abrahnm j and the invocatory grnffiti inscriptions, both at
Hand F, would seem to endorse the belief that this was the side of the church
and enclosure more peculiarly invested with his tuteloge.-J. N. D.

1 This fourth tomb would thus take the vacant place at L, and the arrange-
ment would be very neat: Adam and Eve reposing at L (u.s Arculphus describes
Adam's tomb, to the north of t,he others), Abraham and Sarah at I Isaac and
Rebecca at J, and Jacob and Leah near C.-J. N. D. '

2 On almost the same lines probll.blyas the previously existing Byzantine church
over the caves, portions of which may even have worked into the present church,
&Ollle of the capitals in which are of " semi-Byzantine character" (p. 3).-J. N. D.
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REPORT OF THE PRINCES' VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND. 211

to the desecration of the altars, and of the images and pictures of the-
Christians (and rearrangement of the shrines).

The most circumstantial account of the cave existing is that given by Rabbi
Benjamin of Tudela, ill 1163 A.D. He visited the Haram during the period
of the Christian occupation, and speaks of it as "a large place of worship
called St. Abraham," a title which is commonly applied to the Haram by
the Christian writers of the 12th century. "The Gentiles" (or Christians),
he writes, "have erected six sepulchres in this place" (probably the
existing cenotaphsl) "which they pretend to be those of Abraham and
Sarah, of Isaac and Rebecca, and of Jacob and Leah; the pilgrhns are told
that they are the sepulchres of the fathers, and money is extorted from
them. But if any Jew comes) who gives an additional fee to the keeper of
the cave, an iron door is opened, which dates from the times of our fore-
fathers who rest in peace, and with a burning candle in his hands the visitor
descends into a first cave, which is empty, traverses a second in the same
state, and at last reaches a third which contains six sepulchres-those of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and of Sarah, Rebecca, Leah, one opposite the
other.

"All these sepulchres bear inscriptions, the letters being engraved; thus
upon that of our father Abraham we read

'j~N Om:lN ':l0 iTl
.o,~\Vm' t,l'

'This is the tomb of Abraham our father, upon him be peace,' and so on
that of Isaac and all the other sepulchres. A lamp burns in the cave and
upon the sepulchres continually, both night and day, and you there see
tubs filled with the bones of Israelites; for unto this day it is a custom of
the house of Israel to bring thither the bones of their forefathers and to
leave them there."

Tubs or arks like those mentioned by Rabbi Benjamin are described in
the Talmud, and many of them have been found, bearing rude Hebrew
inscriptions, in tombs near Jerusalem. They are generally now called
osteophagi; and the mention of such a detail in connection with the
Hebron cave seems to render it probable that the account is genuine, and
that Rabbi Benjamin actually obtained admission to the interior. He
appears to have entered through the existing antechamber, but no steps are
now found in this chamber, so far as can be ascertained by looking down
from above. The inscriptions on the tombs, if they really existed, were
probably not of great antiquity.

After the Moslem conquest it appears to have ·become very difficult for
even Jews to enter the cave. In 1210 A.D., Rabbi Samuel bar Simson

1 Scarcely so. More probably, as described by Srewulf, the six were ill three
pairs, each pair under its own canopy, and all within the church, and more or
less over the caves. But even then they were only shown as cenotaphs, not as
actually contra.ining the bodies of the patriarche and their wives. These were,
of course, in the vault or cave below.-J. N. D.
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212 REPORT OF THE PRINCES' VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND.

claims however to have visited the interior. " We descended," he writes in, , d . h
his itinerary, "by twenty-four steps, very narrow an Wit out means of
turning to the right hand or the left. We saw t~ere the place of the Holy
House and we noticed these monuments. TIns place has been erected
600 ye~rs since (i.e., circa 600 A.D.). It is near the cavern." This account
is too confused to be of much value. (By the Holy House he appears to
mean the church.)

In the" Jichus ha Aboth,': a tract, dating from 1537 A.D., the Haram
is also described: "An admirable and magnificent edifice, attributed to
King David, on whom be peace. N ear the door is ~ ~ittle window in the
wall.1 they pretend that it extends to the cavern: It IS here tha.t the Jews
pray: as they are not allowed to go into the in~erior."

From the Arab historians Makrizi and MeJr-ed-Din, we learn that the
buildings round the courtyard were erected in 732 A.H. (1331 A.D.), by the
Mameluke Sultan Muhammed Ibn Kelawun, and that the tomb of Joseph
W~'J built by the Emir J aghmuri in 1393 A.D. The Arab accounts of the
cave are untrustworthy and unimportant. In 1322 Sir John l\tlaundeville
says that no Christian might enter the Haram. (I t had then been made
an adjunct of the. mosque by the erection of Joseph's tomb in front of the
original entrances.)

CONCLUSIONS AS TO THE DATES OF THE BUILDINGS.

1. The rampart walls are evidently all of one period up to the height
of the cornice.. The style is (as has been shown) exactly similar to that of
ancient masonry of the Jerusalem Haram, and there can be no reasonable
doubt that the two enclosures are to be referred to the same period. A
careful consideration of the history and architecture of the Jerusalem
Haram appears to-lead to the conclusion that its ra.mparts, a.snow ~tanding,
were first erected by Herod the Great, and tha.t the drafted masollry
cannot be considered to date earlier than about the time of the Christian
era. This view has been carefully elaborated by the Due du VogUe, and
other authorities, and it a.grees with the conclusions reached by Mr. James
F~rgusson as to the date of the Hebron Haram walls, his argument being
based on historical rather than on architectural grounds. The Haram
existed in the 4th century A.D., but there is no notice of allY such structure
in the Hasmonean or any earlier period. The only period between thm~e
limits to which it can be referred with any probability is the great building
epoch of the reign of Herod the Great.

2. The character of the architecture of the church is closely similar to
that of the Crusading churches of Palestine. The clustered coluIllns, with
the shafts carried up the clerestorey walls~ and supporting ribbed groins,
resemble those of the church of St. John at Samaria datinfr between
1150 and 1180 A.D. The capitals resemble those of the Sama.ri~n church,

1 This ~ay be the same hole described above, close to the southern entrance,
resembling the little window in the bevelled stones pictured at page 200 of the
tlt:cond volume of the" Memoirs."-J. N. D.
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REPORT OF THE rRI~CES VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND. 213

and also those of the church at Btreh, north of J ernsalem, which was com-
pleted by the Templars i~ 1146 A.D. The general style, and the roofing,
closely resemble the details of the church of St. John at Gaza, dating
about 1152 A.D. The pointed arches of the windows indicate that the
church does not belong to the earliest Crusading period, as the round arch
WaB used for half a century after the Crusaders took Jerusalem. It
appears, however, quite safe to attribute the building of the Hebron
church to the latter half of the 12th century, probably about the year
1167 A.D., when the town became a biHhopric. The low pitch of the roof
may, perhaps, indicate that it has been rebuilt at a later period; but, on
the other hand, the va.ulting of the clerestorey and a~les i8 much more like
Crusading than Arab work.

3. The earliest Arab work appears historically to belong to the year
1331 A.D. ; the tomb of Joseph to 1393 A.D., and the outer gates, with the
paBBagel:land flights of steps, which have the character of the best Arab
work, to the same period-the 14th century, during which, fine buildings
were erected by Moslems in JerusaJem, Damascus, and other parts of
Syria. The stained gla.ss windows are probably not earlier than the
16th century. Restorations in the courtyard date from the end of the
18th century, and additiona.l adornments of the slnane have been given by
Moslem rulers at a yet la.ter period. The chambers in the north-eaat
angle belong to a later period than the rest of the Arab buildings in and
around the courtyard. The pavement is also comparatively modern, and
probably later than the Crusading work.

The accompanying plan gives in colours the various building periods
thus enumerated, the original Herodian nUlBonry being shown in black,
the medireval Christian work in red, and the later Arab work in yellow
(14th century) and in brown. The attached note by Sir C. Wilson was
written 011 rea.ding the original rough draft, of which the present report i8
an amplification.

CLAUDE REIGNIER CONDER,

Captain Royal Eng.ineers.

NOTE BY LIEUT.-COLONEL SIR C. WILSON"
CoB., KoCo:M.G., R.E.

I HAVE read through Captain Conder's report on the Hebron Haram, and
have much pleasure in bearing testimony to the accuracy of his remarks.

A close inspection of the masonry of the Haram showed that it was
identical in character with that of the Wailing Place in the wall of the
J~rusalem Haram, and therefore almost c{;rtaillly Herodian. This ma.y
throw some light on the character of the exterior wall of the Temple of
Herod. Both at Jerusalem and Hebron, a level platform is obtained
by mas~ivc walls of leu'ge stones, with ma.rginal drafts. At HeLrun a
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21-4: REPORT OF THE PRINCES' VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND.

surrounding wall, ornamented with pilasters, rises to a height of 25 feet
above the platform, and it is probable that Herod's Temple enclosure
was surrounded hya similar wall, which has long since disappeared, with
the exception of a solitary fragment which was discovered by Captain
Conder a few years ago. It would indeed almost seem as if the Hebron
Haram were a copy in miniature of the Temple enclosure at Jerusalem.

As regards the question of an entrance to the caves, it may be
remarked that the whitewash on the walls of the chamber (at C on the
plan) was white, clean, and apparently of no great age; and that the
papers on the ground did not seem to be old. From this it may be
inferred that the chamber, whence there is an ent.rance to the cave, is
periodically visited and cleaned by the guardians of the ~osque.

It appeared to me that access to the chamber mIght be obtained
by removing the perforated stone at the point 0 on the plan. This stone
rises above the floor of the mosque, and is pierced by a circular hole a
little more than 12 inches in diameter; I noticed, however, that beneath
the floor the hole became larger, and, if the stone were removed, I believe
a man could be lowered by means of a rope.

It is possible that the original entrance was similar in design to that at
"Barclay's Gateway," in the Jerusalem Haram, and that the portal in the
massive masonry is concealed by the buildings known as Joseph's Tomb.
It seemed quite clear that some entrance to the caves beneath the level of
the platform was closed by the wall of the chamber at 0, opposite the
small square doorway. The pavement at A, which is secured by iron
clamps, and which is said to cover a flight of steps, did not seem to have
been disturbed for many years. The arrangements for reaching the cave
by a flight of steps in one corner of the church is similar to that adopted
by the Crusaders when building the church at "David's Tomb" at

t .J erusalem.
C. W. WILSON, Lieut.-Colonel.

Jerusalem, .
April 8th, 1882.

TOUR OF THEIR ROYAL HIGHNESSES PRINCES
ALBERT VICTOR AND GEORGE OF WALES IN
PALESTINE.

THE ~oyal party reached Jaffa on Tuesday, 28th March, and rp.-embarked
at. BeIrut on 6t~ May, having thus passed forty days all shore, during
thIrty-one of whICh they were travelling. The total length of the route
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REPORT OF THE PRINCES' VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND. 215

as approximately 585 English miles" giving an average of 18i miles per
~em. The longest distances accomplished were 28 miles on the 13th
and again on 17th April, and 32 miles on the 25th April The length of
the route east of Jordan was about 115 English miles.

The following notes refer only to such points of antiquarian interest
as we~e newly observed during the Royal tour, some of which are of con-
siderable importance. A short memoir is also attached, concerning the
antiquities from Palmyra, presented to Their Royal Highnesses by Sheikh
Mijwel at Damascus, one of 'which is considered to be of considerable
value.

Jer'lt8alem.- While visiting the chapel of Calvary in the church of the
Holy Sepulchre, special attention was directed to the so-called" rent in the
rock," which is shown on the right side of the Greek altar. The metal
slide here covers a long slit in the marble flagging, and this was removed,
and by aid of a light the live rock was distinctly seen, with a crevice
which appears to extend downwards to that which is shown in the chapel
of Adam, a cave beneath the Calvary chapel. The fact that the chapel of
Calvary stands, in part at least, on a high rock, rising 15 feet above the
general level of the church, is thus demonstrated, and the level of the rock
at this point is determined as 2,495 feet above the level of the Mediter-
ranean. The demonstration thus obtained of tbe existence of a natural
hill or cliff at this point is not, however, sufficient to prove the genuineness
of the tradition which identifies the spot with Calvary; but it has
considerable importance in connection with other topographical questions
in Jerusalem archreology.

Tomb of Esau.-In travelling from Hebron to Bethlehem the route
led through the small village of Sia'lr, situated in a valley. On the south
side of the village is a modern 1\foslem building, sacred to el 'A 1.8, who was
stated by the local Sheikh to have been the son of "Isaac the jealous,"
that is to say, his eldest son Esau. This place has been rarely visited, but
the tradition is of considerable antiquity. According to a common Moslenl
tradition, which is derived from a Jewish source, the head of Esau was
buried in the cave of Mn.chpeluh, but his body in the tomb now under
consideration. It appears probable that the idea may have arisen in
consequence of the reselublance between the name Sia'tr and the Hebrew
Seir, the country of Esan. The village has, however, been identified with
the Zior of the Book of J oshun (xv, 54), and Mount Seir was really
situated much further south, in the vicinity of Petra.

The tomb shown as that of EMU is a cenotaph, 12 feet long by 3 feet
6 inches wide, and 5 feet high. It is covered with a dull green cloth,
having a border of red, yellow, and white; above it is a canopy. The
cenotaph stands in a bare whitewashed room, 15 paces by 8 paces, having
on the south wnll a mihrab, and on the north side a door to a vaulted
outer chamber of equal size; on the east is an open courtyard, with
another tomb, said' to be that of Esau's servant. A fig-tree grows beside
it. An ostrich egg and numerous rags are placed near Esan's tomb as
offerings. The place is greatly venerated, and it is usually difficult to
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216 R)4~PORT OF THE PRINCES' VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND.

obtain access to the interior, as the village lies in a remote district, where
the Moslems are still, to a certain extent, fa.natical.l

Kasr Ha}lah.-This interesting monastery in the plains of Jericho was
visited on 8th April, and was found to be undergoing repair by the Russian
Greeks, after having remained nearly eight centuries in ruins. It is worthy
of notice that all the ancient frescoes which adorned the walls of the two
chapels, within the precincts of the monastery, have been entirely destroyed
by the monks. These frescoes were among the most interesting in
Palestine. They included figures representing John Eleemon,Patriarch of
Jerusalem (630 A.D.), Andrew of Crete, Silvester Pope of Rome (probably
the famous Silvester II, 998 A.D.), and Sophronius of Jerusalem. A
curious representation of the Resurre~tion of the Saints also occurred in the
smaller chapel. The character of the inscriptions indicated that these
frescoes belonged probably to the 12th or l:3th century. Not a vestige of
them now remains, but the inscriptions and the principal designs were
copied by Captain Conder in 1873, and are to be published in the third
volume of the Memoirs to the Survey of Western Palestine.

This incident is mentioned as showing the way in which many interest-
ing and valuable monuments have been rescued from oblivion by the
Palestine Exploration Fund during the last ten years, and also as showing
the necessity of extending the operations of the Society, before the
destruction which is rapidly overtaking many important monuments in
Syria shall have had time to do more mischief.

'ArdlcelEmlr.-This fine ruin, the ancient Tyr1.1s,where a palacewas built
by Hyrcanus, son of Joseph Tobias, about 180 :a.C. (Josephus, "Antiq./'
XII, iv, II), was explored on lOth April. A curious Arab tradition was
collected on the spot, according to which the palace now known as Kasr el
'Abd (" the slave's house") was erected by a certain black slave, who was in
love with the daughter of the E:m1r,from whom the place is now named
'Arak el Em1r, or "the Em1r's cliff." The princess had promised, during
the absence of her father on a pilgrimage, to marry the slave if he would
build her a palace to live in; but while he was engaged in the work the
Em1r suddenly appeared, the slave committed suicide, and was burnt by
the Em1r, who placed a stone upon his body. The place where the Emir,
mounted on his horse, first reappeared is shown; it is a knoll due east of
the palace, and is still called .Mutull el Hisdn ("the rising of the horse ").

The interest of this story lies in the fact that it is probably a weIl-
defined solar myth, surviving among the Arabs. Taken by itself, this
conclusion might be considered doubtful, but during the year 1881 the
Survey party collected many other tales of similar character among the
Arabs of Moab, which serve as contributions to a subject as yet little
studied, namely, the folk-lore of Semitic races. In the present instance
the horseman appearing in the east recalls the Vedic Asvinan brothers,
and the Persian Mithra-the sun, or daylight. The black slave burnt up

1 Several green-turbaned folk were sitting by the entrance when we visitec it,
and at first objected grumblingly to our approach till they saw the Turl>. ish
escort, and were addressed in .A.rllhicby Ci,ptain Conder.-J. N. D.
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REPORT OF THE PRINCES' VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND. 217

on his appearance is evidently an emblem of the night, and the princess
who is thus freed from him is probably, like the Phcenician Andromeda
and many other mythical maidens, an impersonation of the dawn, or of the
moon. The great size of the masonry of the ruined palace of Hyrcanus
probably accounts for the supernatural agency which is thus supposed to
have conduced to its construction, and for the localisation of the myth.
Many of the tales related by the Arabs east of Jordan are evidently
of Persian origin, but it is known that in the 6th century A.D. the Persians
had already translated Indian folk-lore stories, and that these were again
rendered into Syriac and Arabic from Pehlevi. Persian buildings of the
6th century have also been discovered in Moab and Gilead, and the
survival of Aryan myths among a Semitic people is thus less difficult to
explain than might at first appear.

,.Amm4n.-The Royal party explored the principal points of interest,
and examined the group of magnificp.nt dolmens discovered by the Royal
Engineers a few months previously. The citadel at 'Amm~n includes a
very interesting building, apparently of Persian origin, which is ascribed
by Professor Hayter Lewis to the 11th or 12th century. During the
Royal visit the remains of a second building of the same kind were·
examined, near the north wall of the citadel. They had been already
planned by the Survey party, but several pieces of architectural detail,
which serve to throw light on the style and date of the structure, were now
newly discovered and sketched.

Es Salt.- This small town is the seat of a Kaimakam, or Lieutenant-
Governor. The remains of a strong castle, with a rock-cut fosse, dominate
the place; the foundations seem clearly to-belong to the Crusading period.
The present name of the place is a corruption of the Latin saltus ("a gro.ve"),
and is supposed to have been given in consequence of the neighbouring
woods. South of the town a curious Byzantine bnilding was examined, on
the right of the valley of 'Ain Jeid1lr. It was evidently first constructed
as a tomb, rock-cut, with loculi at the sides, and a front wall of masonry
having a heavy lintel to the door. At a Later period it seems to have
been used as a Christian chapel, the walls being covered with stucco and
painted in fresco, while small niches were cut in the eastern wall opposite
the entrance. The remains of a nimbus, once surrounding the head of a
frescoed saint, are still visible. Many human bones were lying in the
loculi. A native Christian gave the curious information that, a massacre of
martyrs having once occurred here, drops of blood still distil at intervals
from a crack in the lintel of the entrance door. This superstition belongs
to a very common class of religious ideas among the native Christians of
Syria. A small tablet, painted in red with the name of an early explorer,
was observed on the side wall of this monument-
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218 REPORT OF THE PRINCES' VISIT TO THE HOLY LA~D.

About a hundred yards east of this tomb, a second, of ruder characters,
was visited, and on the back of one of the six loculi which it contained
was found a rude bas-relief, representing two busts. In general character
it resembled the remains of similar sculpture found at Stlk Wady
Barada, and in other places, dating about the 4th or 5th centuryof the
Christian era.

,ire:rdsh.- This ruin, which is one of the finest in Syria, excepting
Palmyra and Baalbek, was visited on the 13th of April, and severalGreek
inscriptions, which do not appear to have been copied by any previous
explorer, were found by the Princes, one, especially, being in four lines of
great length. Jerdsh is the ancient Gerasa, mentioned by Pliny (" Rist.
Nat.," v, 18), and by Josephus ("Wars," III, iii, 3). The buildingsappear to
belong mainly to one period. They include three temples, two theatres, a
stadium, a circus, propylea, and a basilica, baths, a triumphal arch, a fine
street of columns, ending in a circular peribolos, a bridge, and a complete
circuit of walls with gateways.

Owing to its relnote situation this fine ruin is rarely visited. The last
Royal personage who appears to have journeyed to Jerash was the
Crusading King Baldwin II, who attacked a castle here, built by the
Sultan of Damascus in 1121 A.D. The Roman ruins are attributed to the
2nd or 3rd century of the Christian era, but the newly found inscription,
with its crosses, seems probably to belong to a somewhat later period, and
may serve to throw light on the history of Gerasa.

It is worthy of notice that fine pillars of red gt'anite are found in the
ruins of J era-sh, while granite columns are also used at' Amman. r-.rhe
nearest place whence they could have been brought is probably
Alex~dria, in Egypt, and the transport of such heavy materials to so
great a distance proves the wealth and power of the Roman and
Byzantine rulers of Eastern Palestine during this period"

The newly found inscriptions are given below. Another, almost illegible,
was observed near the peribolos. Four other short inscription!'; were
previously copied by Burckhardt, making nine in all now known at Jerash.

No.1, found on west wall of Southern Temple, on the stylobate near
north-west angle :-

nEPTf-.
,Ar

No.2, in the southern theatre:-

IITHENX90NIKnONTW
AXOPEIHCEPKOE

E9E ... /\ .... 91
o 9NOETr

1 They would be brought with comparative ease in any wheeled vehicle a.long
the fine Roman road which ran direct from Jerash to the Jorda.n, crossed it hy
bridge above Damieh Ford, and ran direct from there by N~blo.s to Cresal"ea,
where they were unshipped from .Alexandria.- J. N. D.
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REPORT OF THE PRINCES' VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND. 219

Nos 3 and 4, in a building south of the Great Temple, appear to
belong to a single text, which ran along the wall under a cornice. Part
of the first line of No. 4 is covered with earth, and in other lines the
letters are too much obliterated to read.

uJ
UJ:r-
3
<:a;~
Z
uJ«
Q.
>-
eD

This inscription was copied rather hastily, in a bad light, and some
errors may have consequently occurred in the transcription.

The text refers to a certain Theodorus, whose "soul is in heaven,"
and who was probably the founder of the building where the text occurs.
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220 REPORT OF THE PRINCES' VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND.

The remaining inscriptions are as below :-
No.5, on a broken block in the propylea of the Great Temple; seen

also by Burckhardt :-

ONPATO
OYA~P

nKAIAYP
KAITOYC
~HMO

CTOA
TICT

No.6, near the last, also copied by Burckhardt. The large letters in
the la..c;;line are 5 inches high :-

ANTfiNEI
TOY KAI TfiN
TOY KAI : EPA

TOnpOnYA
OPNHA

No.7, on another fallen block near the preceding, written round a
central disc :-

PTHCAYr'
TAl A

EO
CERA

No.8, copied by Burckhardt, close to No. 5 :-

TJ-PIA
~IC

No. 9 is stated by Burckhardt to exist in the Basilica on a broken
pedestal between two columns:-

PWN ..... NOYAH
,rPIONJ-CnON

There are probably other inscriptions yet uncopied at Jerash, and the
site demands more careful exploration than it has as yet undergone.

It would seem, from inscriptions Nos. 3 and 4, that part of the
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REPORT OF THE PRINCES' VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND. 221

buildings belong to the Christian period, since the Greek cross is used to
divide the sentences. From the occurrence of the nanle Antonei on
inscription No.6, it seems that the Great Temple probably belongs to the
time of the Antonines, or to the 2nd century A.D. The other pagan
buildings of the site are, judging from their architectural style, of the
same date.

Shechem.-The Royal party ascended Mount Gerizim on the 16th of
April. The buildings on the summit, including the church of Zeno
(474 A.D.) and Justinian's fortress (533 A.D.) have been thoroughly
explored; but no remaillB of the Samaritan Temple, built, according to
Josephus, by Sanballat ("Antiq.," XI, viii, 7), have been recognised with
certainty as yet. According to the Samaritans, it stood close to the Sacred
Rock which they still venerate-a large smooth slab of the natural surface
of nummulitic limestone, with a dip westwards. On the west, or lower
edge, is a sunk cavity, like a cistern, which is traditionally the cave in
which the Tabernacle was made. A very interesting note by Mr. Dalton
was made on the occasion of the Royal visit, in connection with this site:
for on the surface of the rock was observed a cup-shaped hollow, evidently
artificial, about a foot in diameter, and 9 inches deep. The Samaritans
explained that this hollow marked the spot where the Hand (~~), or
Laver of their temple, answering to the Laver in the Court of the
Tabernacle, or to that in the Prie~t's Court of the Jerusalem Tenlple, had
formerly stood.• Such cup-shaped hollows are occasionally found in flat
rocks in other parts of Palestine, and their usp was not understood; but
during the recent Survey of Moab, similar hollows have been found in
or OB flat rocks, close ·beside the fine dolmens discovered by the
Exploration party. There can be little doubt that the hollows were
intended to retain libations poured on the stone, and the dolmen stones are
often tilted, as though to cau~e the libation to flow to the hollow, while the
rock~in which such hollows occur have, as in the case of the Sacred Rock
on Gerizim, a natura.l inclination. The existence of the (lave here, and also
beneath the Sacred Rock of Jerusalem, and the hole in the roof of the
Hebron Cave, are interesting. In the two former cases, it seems possible
that the blood of sacrifices, offered on the sacred rocks, was allowed to run
off the surface (through a hole leading to the cave at Jerusalem) into the
cistern beneath. The inclination of the sacred Samaritan rock seems to
indicate that the worshipper would have faced eastwards, pouring out his
libation to the rising sun. It appears probable that. El Eliun, the
Phrenician sky god, was once worshipped on Gerizim (the Samaritans,
indeed, at one time claimed Phrenician origin); and the connection
between this worship and the Samaritan belief that Gerizim is the
mountain of the land of Moriah (rendered" high land" by the Septuagint
version), where Isaac'g sacrifice by Abraham was commanded, is suggestive.
The exact site of this sacrifice is still shown close to the So:tcredRock. The
discovery of the cup-hollow in the rock is of peculiar interest, therefore, in
respect to the history of the mountain.

Rajdret en Nasdra.-This spot was visited on the 21st April, on the
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way from Nazareth to Tiberias. The name signifies "stones of the
Christians," and modern tradition makes this the site of the miraculous
feeding of the five thousand, which, however, took place, according to the
Gospels, on the other side of the Sea of Galilee. A rude circle of basalt
blocks, ten paces in diameter, here occupies the edge of a shelf looking
down W!1dyAbu 'Ammis, and commanding a view of the lake through
the gap, and of the J aul!1nmountains beyond. The largest stone is about
5 feet long, and the Russian pilgrims are in the habit of taking home chips
of this stone, which they believe to have been used by Christ 38 a table.

It seems possible that this much venerated circle may be a prehistoric
monument, similar to those east of Jordan; and the fine view towards the
sunrise seems to countenance this supposition, since stone circles generally
occur in Syria in similar positions.

Capernaum.-Antiquaries are at present divided in opinion between
two sites towards the north-west end of the Sea of Galilee, which claim to
represent the town of Capernaum. These are Tell Hum, an important
ruin with a synagogue, 2! miles west of the Jordan inlet, and Minieh, a less
conspicuous ruin, 2~ English miles further west, at the north end of the
Plain of GenneRaret.

It has been conclusively shown by Sir C. Wilson, and other writers, that
Tell Hum has been considered by the Christians, since the 4th century, to be
the true site of Capernaur.n. The ruins of the synagogue belong, however,
probably to the 2nd century of the Christian era. A great difficulty also
arises in accepting this tradition, because there is no spring at or near Tell
IIum, whereas Josephus ( " Wars," III, x, 8) gives a particular description of
the spring of Capernaum, a " most fertile fountain," watering the country
of Gennesaret. The New Testament narrative also connects Capernaum
with Gennesaret (cf. Matt. xiv, 34; Mark vi, 53; John vi, 17, 24, 25).
The spring of Capernaum contained a peculiar :fi~h,called Coracinus, found
also· in the Nile ("Wars," III. x, 8), and this fish has been identified by
Canon Tristram as the Clarius Macracanthu.~, or cat-fish, found in Egypt,
and also in the great spring which waters the Plain of Gennesaret, now
called 'Ain el Medawerah, "the"Round Fountain."

The arguments in favour of the site at Minieh are briefly: 1st, that
Jewish tradition seems clearly to indicate this spot as the ancient
Capernaum; 2nd, that its situation in the Plain of Gennesaret appears to
agree with the New Testament account; 3rd, that it is sufficiently near the
Round Fountain to allow of the latter being named Capernaum, which
would seem impossible in the case of Tell Hum, situated, as it is, 5 miles
from the Round Fountain. 1

The advocates of the Tell Hum site have endeavoured to meet this last
objection by supposing that the fountain called Capernaum by Josephus is
to be identified with a group of fine springs found at Tabghah, between
Tell Htlm and Capernaum (if placed at Minieh). These springs are, it is
true, not in the Plain of Gennesaret, from which they are separated by a

The Round Fountain is 2t miles at least from Minieh-rather too far off to
be "sufficiently near."-J. N. D.
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rocky promontory. They do not contain the Coracinus, the water being
brackish and unfit for the habitat of this fish, and even if this fountain
were the one intended by Josephus, the argument cannot be considered to
tell very forcibly in favour of Tell Hum, because T§'bghah lies considerably
nearer Minieh (: mile) than near Tell Hum (nearly 2 miles off).

Nevertheless, it has been supposed that the water of the principal
T§'bghah spring was dammed up, in a masonry reservoir, and conveyed by
an aqueduct, partly rock-cut, round the Minieh cliff and into the
Gennesaret plain, which it thus irrigated artificially.

It may appear curious that such a labour should have been lmdertaken,
since there are several good springs in the plain itself. The Round
Fountain contains a supply of water which might be much more easily
used in irrigation. The 'Ain et Tin, close to Minieh, might be dammed
up to the required height and used, without entailing the additional
labour and expense of nearly a mile of aqueduct, partly cut in hard rock;
and a great supply of water might be collected at a high level in the streams
of Wady 'Amlld, W~dy Rubudiyeh, and W§.dy Ham§.m.

As, however, this controversy is still considered to be unsettled, the
occasion of the Royal visit was seized in order most carefully to examine
the neighbourhood ,of Minieh, Tabghah, and Tell Hum, and especially to
collect information concerning the character of the irrigatory works con-
nected with the Tabghah springs. The results appear to have an important
bearing on the question.

The total length of the rock-cut passage, in the cliff near Minieh, is
150yards, the width is from 4 to 6 feet, and the depth of the channel is
in places about 30 feet, but generally not more than 3 to 6 feet on the
lower side. The direction and dimensions of the various sections were
carefully noted. The channel is not quite level at the bottom, and
descends at either end with a slope of about a quarter of a degree from the
horizontal. To the east, a paved path continues from the rock-cut portion,
and gradually descends to the shore of the lake. There are no remains of
any cement on the sides or bed of the channel, such as would be expected
in an aqueduct, for the cement often remains almost perfect in water
channels older than that at MiIl:ieh.

The east end of this channel is more than half-a-mile from the spring.
The level, as far as could be judged by observations taken with an Abney's
level, seems to be possibly 10 or 20 feet above the top of the reservoir at
the Birket 'Aly (the chief fountain at T§'bghah). Between this spring and
the passage there are no traces of any aqueduct. It would have to run on
a wall, or on piers of masonry of considerable height, and not any indica-
tion exists of such a structure. The natural conclusion, which seemed to
result from this examination, is that the spring and the rock-cut channel
have no connection with one another. It seems far more probable th~t
the passage was intended for a road, in order to avoid the necessity of
climbing over the promontory. The cutting of the passage saved an ascent
of more than 200 feet, and-without it there was no possibility of rounding
the cliff which TIlnSinto the lake.

R
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224 REPORT OF THE PRINCES' VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND.

The cutting resembles several other rock-cut paths in different parts of
Syria, as, for instance, at Ras-en-N§'kftrah, south of Tyre, at 'Ain Fiji, and
at Stlk W§.dy B§,rada, where the Roman road passes through a passage 17
feet wide, with walls 30 feet high, cut by the 16th Legion in the reign of
Antoninus and Verus. The rock-cut aqueducts are generally much
narrower, having a cross section of about 2 feet on an average, and traces
of cement are almost always found along their course.

If the above conclusion be correct, the channel was never an aqueduct,
and the Tabghah spring can never consequently have irrigated the Plain of
Gennesaret by it. An examination of .the springs leads, moreover, to the
same conclusion. They issue from a limestone rock some 30 to 40 feet
above the level of the lake. The spring head is enclosed in a circular tower
of masonry, some 15 feet high, whence it was originally conducted to a
polygonal pool called Birket 'Aly, built against the face of the cliff, and
enclosing another spring. The water tower has, however, been under-
nlined, so that the stream flows through a breach at the base of the wall,
and runs below the level of the Birket to a dam, probably more modern,
where the water i3 collected and carried by an aqueduct entirely of modern
construction to a modern mill, now working close to the shore of the lake.
The water tower walls are built of coarse rubble of basalt in white mortar.

Birket 'Aly is an octagonal reservoir about 100 yards west of the water
tower. The walls are built of basalt masonry, the stones being generally
of small size, except where the pressure of the water was greatest, and the
wall required to be of more solid construction. There is no indication that
any part of this wall is older than the rest. A double channel leads from
the reservoir to a pair of vertical shafts, which evidently formed shoots for
a small mill, now destroyed.

The mortar and plaster of the Birket "appear to be modern, and con-
tain pieces of new-looking glazed pottery. The second coat of plaster is
pink and full of pottery, as in the plaster now used for cisterns in Syria;
the third coat is fine and white.

The original intention which caused the construction of this reservoir
was evidently to obtain a head of water for a mill, and there is no reason
to suppose that any aqueduct, other than that leading to the mill, ever
existed. The name, Birket 'Aly, is said by the natives to be given because
this work~with the other constructions at T§'bghah, was made by 'Aly, son
of the famous Galilean Arab chief, Dhahr el 'Amr, about a century ago.
The descendants of this chief still state that the Tabghah mills were built
by their family, and the work has all the appearance of having been
executed by Arabs. There is, therefore, no good foundation for the belief
tha.t the Tabghah springs were dammed up to a level even higher than
that of the present reservoir at so remote a period as that of the Christian
era.

There are two other mills near the shore, the channels to which are now
in ruins, the mills being disused. Some 200 yards east of the water to"w"er
above noticed is a second of similar character. It is called 'Ain E)-a.b
or Tanntir Ey1lb, "Spring (or oven) of Job." It is 10 feet in diameter and
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15 feet high, with walls about 4 feet thick, and an internal flight of fifteen
steps. The water, like that of the other springs, is saline. Similar water
towers occur at the 'Ain-el-Barideh, near Mejdel, south of the Plain of
Gennesaret. The object of the structure is not very clear, but it was
probably a method of obtaining a reserve supply of water. The Tanntlr
Eyl1b is now breached near the base of the wall, and the stream runs free.
The place is evidently still sacred, as small offerings (blue beads and
strings of shells) are attached to the wall, emblems in ancient mythology of
female deities who presided over water.

The results of the exploration were, therefore :-
1st. That there are no indications of any connection between the

T<1bghahsprings and the rock-cut passage at Minieh.
2nd. That the level of the passage appears to be higher than even the

top of the reservoir of Birket 'Aly.
3rd. That the passage resembles a road rather than an aqueduct.1
4th. That the reservoir is modern, and that there are no remains of any

ancient similar constructions.
:Fromthese considerations it seemssafe to conclude that the water of the

Tahghah spring has never been used to irrigate the Plain of Gennesaret,
and that the spring is consequently not the fountain of Capernaum men-
tioned by Josephus.

B&nids.- The sources of the Jordan were reached by the Royal party
011 the 25th April, and a very important discovery was made on that day.
The great mound at Tell el Kady has long been recognised as the site of
the town of Dan, where one of the golden calves is related to have been
8et up by Jeroboam (1 Kings xii, 29). Josephus mentions a "little tem-
ple".inwhich the golden calf was placed (" Antiq.," VIII, viii, 4). In another
passagehe mentions this sanctuary as situated near Daphne, at the junction
of the great and lesser Jordan ("Wars," IV, i, 1). Daphne is the present ruin
of Dufna, close to Tell el Kady, and between the two streams: one, the
lesser Jordan, flowing from BanifuJ; the other, the greater Jordan, descend-
ing from Hermon on the west.

Immediately north-west, nearly a mile distant from Tell el Kady, a low
hillock, covered with blocks of hard black basalt, commands an extensive
view on all sides. On the south the Hl1leh lake and its marshes is backed
by the narrow gorge, through which Jordan enters the Sea of Galilee. On
the east are the volcanic peaks of the J aulan; on the north-east the snowy
Hermon, and the fine castle of Banias, rising high above the groves
which surround the foaming Jordan. On the north-west is Abel beth
Maachah, and the spurs of Lebanon ; and on the west the Galilean ridges,
crowned with sacred shrines, which no doubt preserve the memory of
ancient places sacred to the Setting Sun. This view is one of the most
picturesque in Syria, and the natural sanctuary thus formed, in the centre of
the hills close to the great streams, is just such a site as iHfound, in Moab
or in Gilead, to present a field of dolmens and menhirs, which it can

1 But at Ain-Fijeh precisely simila.r rock cuttings, made for aqueducts, were
afterwards used for road8. I had the privilege of hearing Captain Conder

It 2
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226 REPORT OF THE PRINCES' VISIT TO THE HOLY LAl-o"'D.

hardly be doubted were erected as places of sacrifice to a local divinity.
Seven such centres were discovered in 1881 by the 8Ul'vey party in Moab,
and the experience thus gained led to the recognition of another centre on
the basaltic knoll close to Tell el Kady.

The knoll is known only to the Arabs as " the ruin of the little palm"
(N ukheileh), but it has clearly been a dolmen centre, the monuments having
been all constructed of hard blocks of black basalt. The great weight of
this material causes the monuments to be smaller than most of those found

No. 1 SKETCH.

·east of Jordan. On the south-west side of the knoll, just above the road
from Abl to Tell el Kady,l two of the dolmens stand close together. The
.explain at some length, on the spot, the several points he has touched upon in
this note, concerning the site of Capernaum, and also of reading on the spot Sir
Charles Wilson's paper on the opposite side of the same question, as published
in" Recovery of Jerusalem," pp. 375 to 387. I humbly venture to think that
the arguments there set out are uncontroverted, and that the cautious conclusion
of those clearly written pages will still commend itself to the judgment of most.
"It is very desirable that extensive excavations should be ma.de, both at Kha.n
Minyeh and Tell Hum, as, until this is done, it is impossible to say with
.certainty which is Capemaum. I think, however, in the present state of our
knowledge, the evidence is in favour of the latter place, and I would place
Capernaum at Tell Hum, . • . . and the Galilean Bethsaida (if there
were one distinct from Julias) at Khan Minyeh."-J. N. D.

1 Immediately on crossing the stream without a name that :flows mid-wa.y
between the Nahr-el-HAsbAny and the Nahr-el-Leddan. (Survey Map of
Western Palf'~tine, Sheet 11.)-J. N. D.
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most western (No.1 sketch) presents a table stone, 5 feet long, 3 feet broad,
supported on three stones, and surrounded with several others. Th e
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228 REPORT OF THE PRINCES' VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND.

artificial character of the structure is marked by the small pebbles which
have been inserted between the top stone and the supporting stones, so as
to make the former steady; and a hollow is found in the top stone, which,
though not so well defined (in consequence of the hardness of the material)
as in many of the limestone dolmens, is yet evidently not a natural feature.
The top stone is only raised about 2 feet from the ground, but this is often
the case in the Moabite examples.

The second dolmen (No. 2 sketch), south-east of the preceding and
not far from it, resembles the monuments found in India or in Europe,
which have been called semi-dolmens by Mr. James Fergusson. A block
of basalt, 5 feet long; is supported on a cubical pillar, 2! feet high, the
eastern end of the stone resting on the ground.

On the south-east side of the knoll two other examples, well marked, but
of somewhat different structure, were found. One consists of a block (No. 3
sketch) 5 feet long, supported by a stone beneath, so as to form an inclined

-----=--===-=----
-'.-.

~=~-=.===~====~==.=:-=-==_-==~=_-==.=:~~="==-"=~===-=-=-=~.:==-=.=~=-===_".::..=~-..::...:.-=-=----=--=--=--==_-=---_-_-_-_=." _0-_"-=.===-

No.3 SKETCH.

table stone, the highest part of the top surface being 4 f~et from the ground.
The great weight of the basalt makes the erection of this structure a work
which must have required very considerable labour. The stone is sur-
rounded with a TIlde circle of smaller blocks, and, as in the first specimen,
it is kept steady by a small pebble inserted beneath it on one side, a detail
which makes yet clearer the artificial nature of the structure.

The fourth example, a little further east, presents a square stone about
4 feet across, supported on three other stones. All four of these monu-
ments are closely similar to examples found in Moab, where they occur in
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connection with specimens so large as to allow of a man walking erect, in
some instances, under the table stone.

_ ... ,-_ .._-.
- 0- _------------
---===.'-=-~ ~ __==- --~~~--: .-_-:~~=;:~-:t~==~7-::~c"'C'~~-c'C~--~:~";z~"-~t~~~Jf~;::~,.

NO.4 SKETCH.

In addition to these unmistakeable examples, there are many other
fallen dolmens and single blocks strewn over the hill; in some cases
the monuments seem to have been purposely destroyed, especially those
most conspicuously placed; and in one instance, as observed by Mr. Dalton,
the table stone appeared to have been deliberately shattered into at least
three pieces, which evidently at one time formed a single stone. It seems
probable that most of the dolmens were surrounded with a circle of small
stones,and this arrangement has also been noticed among other groups
east of Jordan.

The great interest attaching to this discovery lies in the connection
existing between this group of dolmens and the historically sacred centre
of Dan, close beside. The investigation of the Moabite dolmens seemed
to point to their original use as altars; and modern critics have
recognised several allusions in the Old Testament to such monumen1;f3
erected by the Canaanite tribes, and by the early Israelites. It is possible
that, in the specimens now under consideration, we may have the remains
of the sanctuary erected by Jeroboam to the calf idol; but if Josephus is
to be credited, and if a small temple~ not mentioned in the Bible, was
erected over the image, it is possible that the dolmens mark a yet older
religious centre of the Hittites or Ammorites.1 In the case of the Bethel

) Jeroboam's calf worship must have been mingled with reminiscences, at
least, of what he had seen of the bull Men at On, in Egypt, venerated as
the earthly reprosentative of Ra the Sun, the daily renewer of life; and the little
temple mentioned by Josephus probably stood on the little plateau on the
summit of the apparently artificially constructed Tell el KAdy. Thus in one
centre we now see combined the remains of five forms at least of nature
worship: the Phamician, on Mount Hermon; the Canaanite dolmens, at Rh. el-
N ukheileh; the Egyptian, at Tell el KAdy; and the Greek and Roman, at
Paneas.-J. N. D.
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that they now treat it with contempt, as an emblem of Derazi the heretic,
whom their great teacher Hamzeh pronounced (by a play on the Arabic
words 'Ajel (~) and 'Alcl (J.ic), both sometimes pronounced by
Egyptians-and he was for many years an inhabitant of Cairo-almost indis-
tinguishably, as 'Ajl), to be, not a "wise man" ('Alcl), but a calf ('Ajl).
Nevertheless, the Druze religion spread in the 11th century among the
Isma'ileh peasantry of Hermon, who preserved many remnants of the old
Canaanite religion, and it is possible that Hamzeh at first tolerated the calf
idol, just as Muhammed tolerated the stone worship of Mecca; and that
the contempt with which the brass image is now regarded is really a
later outcome of the development of the Druze philosophy.

'Ain Hasltbey.-Very little remains to be added to these notes, as the
discovery of dolmens at Banias was the culminating point of antiquarian
interest in the Royal tour. As, however, every inscription recovered in
Palestine is considered of interest, the following is noticed. It was
pointed out: on the 4th May, on the arched fac;ade of a vault, whence a.
fine spring issues on the west side of the great Baalbek plain, north of
Zahleh. It appears to be a Latin dedication to Jupiter Optimus Maximus,
a.nd, in common with the temples of Baalbek, and others in the same
plaIll, it is probably to be attributed to the 2nd century A.D. :-

IOMHORAP =D.EV RVEVS

The vault is 9 feet in diameter, with nine voussoirs, and a round
section, the. keystone being narrower than the haunch stones, as in most
work of the later' Roman or early Byzantine pcrlPd in Syria.

The following note refers to a collection of seals presented to Their
Royal Highnesses, duri:Qg their stay in Damascus, by the Arab Sheikh
Mijwel, and entrusted to my care in order to obtain information from
competent authorities with regard to their value.

SEALS FROM PALMYRA.

The string of seals includes seven in all, as follows:-
No. 1 is merely a bead, possibly of glass, and without any design.
No.2 is a small cylinder, such as is commonly found inAssyria. These

cylinders were used as seals for signi~g the clay tablets with cuneiform
inscriptions, the seal being rolled round in the wet clay. The present
specimen is about ! inch long and ! inch in diameter. The design
represents a nude female figure, holding a crook or crozier, and standing
between two igures in long robes: that to the left having the hands
raised, as though in prayer, and that to the right exactly corresponding,
with its face turned to the central figure. The two outer figures seem
to have either feathers on their heads, or else hairy ears, projecting like
horns. Behind the right-hand figure are well designed representations of
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a lion and a winged griphon, with an S-shaped pattern or coiled snake
between them. The griphon is at the top, and the lion below the
serpent.

This seal is pronounced by Mr. J. G. Pinches, the well-known Assyrian
scholar, to be Assyrian, and to date about 1500 B.C. "It evidently
illustrates," he says, "the descent of Ishtar into Hades. To the right is
Ninkigal, Queen of Hades; in the middle, Ishtar, deprived of her clothing
and ornaments; on the left, a divine attendant, in an attitude of worship."

Ishtar, or Ashtoreth, is the Assyrian moon goddess. A well-known
myth, reported on the cuneiform tablets, relates her descent to seek Dumzi,
"the son of life," in the infernal regions. This is a Semitic parallel to the
seeking of Osiris by Isis, and is founded on the worship of the sun and of
the moon, which is alternately separated (when full) from the sun, and
joined to him (when new). Mulge, the King of Hell, and his consort
Ninkigal, answer to the Greek Aidoneus and Persephone, the Indian
Yama and Durga, or the Egyptian Set and Nephthys. The Accadians
also believed in four kinds of genii, or demons, who were personified under
the form of different beasts; and this idea was adopted by the Assyrians
after their conquest of the Accadians. Of these, the Lamas resembled a
lion, sometimes with a human head, or with wings, while the lYattig was
like an eagle. These deities resemble the four assessors who accompany
Osiris in Hades, according to the Egyptian religion, and who are repre-
sented with the heads of animals.

It is possible that the animals represented on the seal under considera-
tion, in connection with the infernal goddess, are intended to represent the
two kinds of demons above described. The figure behind Ishtar may
perhaps be Mulge himself, the Assyrian Pluto. The crook in the hand of
Ishtar resembles the sceptre of Osiris, and also appears in India in con-
nection with Krishna (the Indian Apollo). It is given to the beneficent
deities, represented as shepherds guiding their flocks, and is the prototype
()f the Christian crozier.

No.3, a red stone, with a design of a lion, is considered to be of
Pehlevi origin, and is of no particular interest.

No.4, a reclining bull, with' holes for eyes, possibly once filled with
stones, is very similar to the representations found in India of Nanda,
the earth bull who supports Mahadeva. It is sometimes of colossal
dimensions, and made of brass, generally represented couchant. Nanda
also sometimes supports the Linga, in the worship of Siva.

Small representations, like the one in question, have been found in
Assyria. Their date is uncertain, and it is not impossible that they may
be of Indian origin.

No. 5 is of inferior workmanship, but apparently Assyrian. It
represents two figures facing one another in prayer. That to the left bears
.a quiver, and perhaps represents a king. That to the right has a long
beard, and may represent a priest. Above them, in the centre, is a sun or
·star, and between them a pair of stakes or spears, apparently joined
together. A similar pair is shown behind the left-hand figure; possibly
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it is intended as a representation of the sacred tree of Asher, which was
·an important religious emblem (the biblical Asherah, or "grove "). The
general design is like many others found on Assyrian bas-reliefs,
representing a royal sacrifice.

No.6 is a cylinder like No.2, but larger, measuring 1 inch in length
by! inch in diameter. The designs are not so well preserved as in the
former example.

The design is thus described by Mr. Pinches :-"To the left is the
moon god Sin, in the middle the owner of the seal, on the right a divine
attendant in an attitude of worship." The date is supposed to be about
1500 B.C. Sin was recognised by the crescent over his head.

Careful inspection seems, however, to show a cross within the crescent,
.as though the design, when less worn, represented the litu, an emblem of
the god Marduk, the Assyrian Jupiter.

Close to the central figure, on the right, is a small monkey-like figure
.seated, and at the top of the seal, above this, is a figure somewhat like a
pig. The boar on Assyrian reliefs is used as an emblem of the sun, and
the owner of the seal may thus perhaps be supposed to stand between the
two great deities of sun and moon.

No.7, a yellow jasper in the form of an Egyptian scarabreus, -k inch major
.diameter, and t inch minor diameter. This is the most valuable of the
.group, aDd is a well cut and well preserved specimen of a Phcenician seal.
The figure and symbolism, as is usual in Phcenician gems, are of Egyptian
type, while the inscription of five letters beneath is in Ph<:eniciancharacters.
'The figure in Egyptian dress is crowned with the pechent, or double crown
of Upper and Lower Egypt. The left hand (or the right in an impression)
is raised in benediction, the other holds a sceptre with an inverted crescent
on a ball at the top. In front of this figure is the Ankh, or Crux Ansata,
common to Assyria and Egypt as a symbol of life; behind him is an owl,
or a hawk, seated on a sceptre like that in his hand. A star is represented
.on each side of the head. The same design is rudely repeated at the back
the seal, about half size.

The inscription is fairly legible, and when reversed on the seal it
.appears to read~

which in square Hebrew would read ,o~ol,. This, no doubt, is the
name of the owner of the seal, the l,signifying" belonging to." The name
·,O~O comes evidently from the root 'O~, whence the word -,'O~,
'Chaldean or Magus.

Dr. S. Birch, of the British Museum, to whom this seal was submitted,
gives a description similar to that above, but calls the supposed stars
"crucial emblems," and mentions that the sceptre is intended to be of
papyrus.
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234 REPORT OF THE PRINCES' VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND.

Another Assyrian seal was purchased in Jerusalem by Rev. J. Dalton.
It represents a man holding a bull up by the hind leg, and a knife in the
other hand. Probably it is an early representation of the Mithraic
sacrifice of the bull.

CLAUDER. CONDER,Captain, R.E.
17tA July, 1882.

ITINERARYOF THEROYALPARTY.

28th March, Jaffa to Lydda 11 English miles.
29th "

via Bethhoron to Gibeon (up and
down N eby Samllib) 20 " "30th " " Bethel to Ai .... 11 " "31st " " Michmash to Jerusalem 13! " "4th April, " Solomon's Pools to Hebron .... 24 " "6th " " Tekoa to Bethlehem .... 19 " "7th " " Herodium to St. Saba 15 " "8th " " the Dead Sea to Jericho 21 " "lOth " across Jordan to 'Arak el Emir .... 20 " "lith " to Rabbath Ammon 18 " "12th " " Es Salt .... 22 " "13th " " Gerasa .... 28 " "14th " via Rajib to Jordan 25 " "15th " to Shechem 23 " "17th " via Samaria and Dothan to J enin 28 " "18th .n, " Jezreel to Carmel 26 " "19th " " Kishon River to Nazareth 13 " "20th " to Mount Tabor and back 14 " "21st

" " Tiberias .... 17 " "22nd " " Minieh by water 16 " "24th " via Safed to Kedes 21
" "25th " " Runin to Banias 18 " "26th " " Hibbariyeh to Hasbeiya 14 " "27th " to Rasheiya 11 " "28th " via Meithalun to Damascus 32
" "1st May, V1.·f1 ' Ain 'Fiji to Zebdany .... 26 " "2nd " to Baalbek .... 20 " "3rd " " Yammftneh 13 " "4th

" " Zahleh .... 20
" "5th " " Khan Sheikh Mahmlld 16 " "6th " " Beirut .... 10
" "

Tota.l .... 585! English miles.
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